BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

Monday, 8 October 2012 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
J Cartwright (Chair)

A Guttridge (Vice-Chair)


P Cousins


D Dempsey


D Drury


R Lindsay


R Lester


R Taylor

Also Present:
Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council)

PC  R Horton (Suffolk Police)

3 Members of the Public


D Blackburn (Clerk)

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present including the new Clerk, David Blackburn.
C9812/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Tye and Cllr Pembroke (Suffolk CC).
C99/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council.
C100/12/13
DISPENSATIONS


None requested.

C101/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held 9 September 2012 were proposed by Cllr Dempsey and seconded by Cllr Drury and signed as a correct record. 
C102/12/13
POLICE REPORT

PC Horton reported that for the period 10 September 2012 to 5 October 2012, there had been 6 crimes recorded within the parish compared with 1 crime for the same period in the previous year. There had been thefts of a vehicle, oil, a greenhouse, a wheelie bin and fruit as well as criminal damage to the window and bodywork of a motor vehicle. Members of the Parish Council expressed concern about this trend. It was noted that the crimes were linked, in part, to the onset of darker evenings and it was suggested that the street light which was not working at 87/89 Wattisham Road may have been a factor in the theft of the oil.
C103/12/13
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL


Cllr Pembroke was not present on this occasion to provide a report.
C104/12/13
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

In response to questions raised at the meeting, Cllr Keane reported that he had would make enquiries into the proposed Tesco’s development which had been refused planning permission previously on design grounds and also seek information about progress with the review of the District Council’s Housing Allocations Policy.
C105/12/13
TRAFFIC CALMING WORKING PARTY


Cllr Lindsay reported that following a site meeting, the consensus was that there could be a greater emphasis upon traffic calming outside the village to slow down traffic on the main approach routes. This could be achieved by the use of white lines along the sides of the roads, a different colour tarmac bearing 30mph painted roundels and gateway fencing. Members of the Parish Council felt that these measures could be supported by the use of a portable, speed indicator device (SID) showing the speed of vehicles entering the village which could be used at different locations. Information available from the Road Traffic Research Laboratory demonstrated that traffic calming measures on the approaches to villages did make a difference by reducing the speed of traffic. It was noted that the adoption of such measures would not preclude the later introduction of a 20mph zone in the village.

It was AGREED:

a. That the introduction of traffic calming measures on the main road routes into the village and the deployment of a mobile Speed Indicating Device be supported in principle subject to the costs being ascertained and further evaluation of the proposed measures;

b. That it be established whether or not the County Council could undertake any of the proposed measures as part of the routine highways maintenance programme to reduce the overall cost; and

c. That a request be submitted to Cllr Pembroke for financial support towards the cost of a mobile Speed Indicator Device from his locality budget.
C106/12/13  FINANCIAL REPORT
Cllr Lester reported that there were no payments requiring approval.  Finances were in a stable position although it was anticipated that there would be a significant amount of project funding within the foreseeable future which could deplete the Council’s resources having regard to the proposed traffic calming measures and the provision of a skate park.
It was AGREED that the report be received and noted.

 .C107/12/13  BILDESTON SKATE PARK FACILITY WORKING PARTY UPDATE
Cllr Taylor gave an update on the outstanding funding required to set up a skate park facility in the village and referred to grant applications submitted to the Suffolk Foundation and Cooperative Society which would be determined in December and February respectively. Members of the Council expressed their commitment to see the project delivered even if the applications for further grant funding were unsuccessful. 
It was AGREED:

a. In principle, that the Council should under-write £7,000, being the value of the grant applications that were pending in case they were unsuccessful;

b. That Councillor Pembroke be asked if he could provide funding from his locality budget towards the cost of the project; and

c. That a final decision be taken on the project at the next meeting by which time all relevant information should be available.
C108/12/13   CHRISTMAS EVENT IN THE MARKET SQUARE


Cllr Drury commented on arrangements for the Christmas Event in the Market Square which would be held on Sunday, 16th December, 2012.

It was AGREED:

a. That a Working Party be set up to coordinate arrangements comprising Cllrs Dempsey and Drury, and any other persons who would be willing to provide assistance; and

b. That Cllr Taylor would contact the supplier that had been used in previous years to order a Christmas tree within the budgetary provision of £250.

C109/12/13
GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

It was NOTED that the Clerk would commence a review of governance arrangements and submit a report to a Council meeting later in the current financial year.
C110/12/13 

MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
a) Cemetery Rules regarding Disposal of Surplus Materials
Cllrs Cartwright and Cousins would liaise further over this matter.

b) Grove Cemetery Wild Flower Area
Cllr Lindsay provided an update and advice required on wildlife planting. The opportunity to provide nesting boxes at the cemetery was discussed and Cllr Cousins referred to a problem raised about damage caused by rabbits.
C111/12/13  ROAD SAFETY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE


There was no update provided as Cllr Tye was not present.
C112/12/13
PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Application Number:
	B/12/01110


	Location:
	Great Copt Hall, Ipswich Road, Bildeston IP7 7BH


	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of single-storey timber framed conservatory.


	Decision:
	No Objection


	Application Number:
	B/12/01172



	Location:
	Verandah House, 150-152 High Street, Bildeston IP7 7EF


	Proposal:
	Erection of detached cart lodge.


	Decision:
	Objection 


Councillor Lester declared an interest in the above planning application (B/12/01172) by reason of being a neighbour of the applicant and took no part in the discussion and voting on this item.


Planning Appendix B

Determined by Babergh District Council
	Application Number:
	B/12/08555


	Location:
	147 High Street, Bildeston IP7 7EL


	Proposal:
	Erection of a tree platform house 2.5m by 2.5m in mature ash tree. Change of use from agricultural land to domestic garden for 7m wide strip of land to north west of garden fence.


	Decision:
	Granted


C113/12/13    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL
· Cllr Guttridge referred to Remembrance and it was agreed that the Council would meet the cost of a wreath and provide a donation of £100 in accordance with the practice adopted in previous years.
· Cllr Taylor would make enquiries of the District Council’s Planning Team to establish if the skate park required planning permission or could be undertaken under permitted development rights.
· A comment had been received about the hedges alongside the footpath going out of the village near Hadleigh Road. It was noted that this matter would be raised with the County Council.
· Following the receipt of a number of complaints about street lights, it was agreed that a letter should be sent to “The Bugle” providing the phone number for reporting problems as this would provide a quicker service for local residents.
· At the Hitcham entrance to the village the “Please Drive Carefully” road sign still had missing letters. The matter would be reported to County Highways. 
· Cllr Cousins noted that the grass on Mill Lane had still not been cut.
· Reference was made to seeding the sports field and clearing the area of the bonfire.
The Chair opened the meeting to the public.

There were no issues raised.
The meeting closed at 9.13pm
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held in Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 12 November, 2012 at 7.30pm.
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